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Should we judge a book by it’s cover? 

This week we begin our final project of Year Three – The Iron Man!  

Please do not read ahead! It’s important that you read the pages and then answer the 
questions before you read the next part so that you are able to make predictions and 
assumptions without knowing what is going to happen. 

English: 

 

Here’s a reminder of the reading VIPERS we use in 
school. VIPERS are the skills we use to gain 
understanding from what we are reading and the 
questions that are asked are building your ability to 
use each skill.  

Vocabulary – understanding new words using context. 
Words can mean more than one thing and the context 
helps you to work out which meaning it has when. 

Infer – ‘reading between the lines’. The text doesn’t 
tell you but you know from clues.  

Predict – predicting what is going to happen based on 
what you’ve read so far and your own knowledge. 

Explain – why has the author made the language and 
punctuation choices in his / her writing? Explain your 
understanding of what is happening. 

Retrieve – finding answers straight from the text. 

Summarise – retelling in short the main things that 
have happened so far. Which are the most important 
parts that people need to know? 
 

 



Monday 

Look at the title and front cover of the book. 

Look at each word in the title. 
What clues do you get about 
the book? 

Compare the two front covers. 
Which one do you like the best 
and why? 

Which one gives you the most 
clues about the story? 

 

 

Look at the picture. What do you notice / wonder? 

Task: Complete the table: 

Notice Wonder  

  

 

What do you think the book is about? What do you think might happen? Is it fiction or 
non-fiction? Why do you think this? 

Follow the link to listen to the poem The Coming of the Iron Man by Brenda Williams: 

http://images.scholastic.co.uk/assets/a/63/8d/lt-iron-man-int-7179.swf  

How big is the Iron Man? Write down any words or phrases that give you a clue: 

 

 

What is the Iron Man doing in the poem? How do you know? 

 

Task: Choose five words from the poem that you don’t know or are unsure of the meaning 
for. Look in a dictionary (or online dictionary) to find out what the new vocabulary means.  

 

 

http://images.scholastic.co.uk/assets/a/63/8d/lt-iron-man-int-7179.swf


Tuesday 

The answers to these questions do not have to be written down if that takes too long. They 
can be answered verbally as part of a discussion with an adult or older sibling. 

Read page 1: 

 

 

Questions: 

V - Find and copy a word that tells the reader the Iron Man is on the edge of the cliff. 
 
V - ‘The wind sang through his iron fingers.’ – What language technique is this? What does 
it suggest to the reader? 
 
E - Why has the author chosen to repeat the phrase ‘nobody knows’ in the 2nd paragraph? 
 
R - Where was the Iron Man standing on the first page? 
 

 



Read pages 2 and 3 (stop at the blue box for speedy retrieval below: 
 

 
Task – Speedy Retrieval: (Time yourself 5 minutes to read the text in the blue box and answer the 
questions) 
1. What colour was the darkness? 
2. How many seagulls were there? 
3. Where did they land? 
4. What were they searching for? 

Questions: 
V - What word made you think he might fall? 
V - Why has the author chosen the word ‘topple’ to describe how the Iron Man falls off the 
cliff?  
V - What do the words ‘boiling’ and ‘booming’ suggest about the sea? 
V - Find one word in the text that tells us the Iron Man’s body parts are spread over a large 
area. 
R - There’s lots of repetition on these pages. Can you find some examples? 
R - Give one example of how the author uses a simile to describe the Iron Man’s size. 
 



Task: Find out what personification is. Can you find any examples of personification on 
these pages? 
Wednesday 
Read pages 4 and 5: 
 

 
 

I - Why did the gulls think the Iron Man’s hand was a crab? 
 
I - Why did the gull take the Iron Man’s ear to its nest? 
 
I - What had the seagull picked up? 
 
P - What do you think will happen now the hand has an eye? 
 
E - What does the word ‘scuttling’ suggest about the hand’s movement? 
 
R - What did the gulls mistake the Iron Man’s eye for? 
 
R - ‘The two gulls flew into the air with a frightening cry.’ – What had frightened the gulls? 



 
Read pages 6 and 7: 
 

 
 
Questions: 
 
V - Why does the author use the verb ‘scuttling’? What does it make you think of? 

V - What animal does the word ‘rode’ make us think of? What links can we make to other 
imagery? 

V - What does ‘to and fro’ mean?  

I - What does the phrase ‘as a rider guides a horse’ tell us about what they’re doing?  

E - Why is there an exclamation mark after ‘The eye!’? 

E - Discuss the personification in ‘Was he thinking the sea had stolen his ear?’ 

E - Why has the author used and repeated the word walked? Is it a powerful verb? How 
has he made it powerful? 



R - Where had the Iron Man’s missing ear gone? 

Thursday 

Task: There are lots of place prepositions on these pages. Make a list of all the place 
prepositions you can find. (Prepositions describe the position / place of something e.g. 
under) 

 
Task: Use the description of the Iron Man putting himself together to create a flip book. 
Make a list of the important information from each stage and draw pictures to show the 
process of him putting himself back together. 

 

Read page 8: 

V - ‘He walked into the breakers.’ – Rewrite 
this sentence replacing the underlined word 
with another word or phrase that is similar 
in meaning. 
 
V - Explain the meaning of ‘the breakers 
bursting around his knees’. 

I - Why do you think the eyes have gone 
from red to green? What does the colour of 
the eyes symbolise? 
 
I - Where is the Iron Man now? 
 
P - Why did the Iron Man’s eyes turn green 
as he entered the sea?  
 
P - Why did the Iron Man walk into the sea? 

 
E - Why didn’t the author just write ‘The Iron 
Man went under the water.’? 

 
 
 
 
 

 



Friday 
 
Re-read Chapter 1 – The Coming of the Iron Man. Whilst reading, pretend you are a 
fisherman in your fishing boat, out on the sea.  
 
What can you see? 
How do you feel? 
What are you thinking? 
What does it smell like? 
What do you think to the Iron Man? 
 
Pick out some of the vocabulary (words and phrases) that Ted Hughes used that made you 
feel this way. 
 
Make links between the words you’ve chosen and how they made you feel as the fisherman. 
E.g. ‘The word ‘chewing’ to describe the sea eating away at rocky beach tells me that it was 
very choppy…as a fisherman my boat would have been rocking side to side and I would 
struggle to haul in my nets and keep the boat away from the cliff edge! It may have been a 
dicey situation before I even spotted the charcoal silhouette of the IM.’  
 
Task: Write, as though you are the fisherman, about what you saw from your boat that 
day.  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* Description writing – in role as a fisherman. 
A few ideas to guide writing: 
• What were you busy doing at the time? Hauling nets, gutting fish, 
struggling to stay safe on board in the atrocious weather? 
• Iron Man on brink of cliff, looking out to sea 
• The wind 
• Crashing down the cliff into the sea 
• How his body was torn apart 
• Rocks 
• Sea 
• Beach 
• Darkness 
• Impact on YOU as the fisherman – to include thoughts / feelings / 
emotions. 



Art 

Task: Use a medium of your choice to sketch a picture of the Iron Man. Think about what 
feelings you want to portray when you choose the colour of his eyes! Make sure you use 
shading to show light and dark. 

 

 

Science 

As part of The Iron Man project, we are going to be investigating Forces and Magnets. 

 

Research questions: 

What is a force? 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvpp34j/articles/zywcrdm  

What are the different forces? 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zn77hyc/articles/zptckqt  

What do you think caused the force that made The Iron Man fall off the cliff? 

Task: Furious Forces Game (It’ll have to be adapted a little but the whole family could get 
involved!) 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvpp34j/articles/zywcrdm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zn77hyc/articles/zptckqt


 

 

 

 

 



Task: Investigating how objects move on different surfaces – Please see link to PowerPoint 
on original post.  

 



Maths 

Please visit White Rose Maths: https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/year-3/  

Please work on Summer Term – Week 10 – WB 29.06.2020 

You will find the worksheets attached to the post on the school website. 

 

PSHE: 

Sometimes it’s difficult to tell people how you feel. Make your own feelings scale as a way 
to communicate with others how you are feeling. You could personalise it by using little 
pictures of yourself.  

 

https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/year-3/


How fast are these weeks going by! We hope that you’re all finding the momentum to keep 
going with your learning and that you enjoy our final topic and reading the Iron Man! This 
lovely weather has been very distracting we’re sure! 

Whilst we’re both busy in school with Key Worker children, we are still here for you too! If 
you need any help with anything, have any questions or even would like to have a little 
chat with us, please get in touch via your class email address. We’d love to hear from you! 

nightingales@kingsway.notts.sch.uk or bramblings@kingsway.notts.sch.uk  

 

Have a wonderful week Year Threes! Stay safe and look after each other!  

 

Mrs Dallison & Mr Chantry 
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