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Should we judge a book by it’s cover? 

Let’s find out what happens after the Iron Man has walked into the sea. 

Please do not read ahead! It’s important that you read the pages and then answer the 
questions before you read the next part so that you are able to make predictions and 
assumptions without knowing what is going to happen. 

English: 

 

Here’s a reminder of the reading VIPERS we use in 
school. VIPERS are the skills we use to gain 
understanding from what we are reading and the 
questions that are asked are building your ability to 
use each skill.  

Vocabulary – understanding new words using context. 
Words can mean more than one thing and the context 
helps you to work out which meaning it has when. 

Infer – ‘reading between the lines’. The text doesn’t 
tell you but you know from clues.  

Predict – predicting what is going to happen based on 
what you’ve read so far and your own knowledge. 

Explain – why has the author made the language and 
punctuation choices in his / her writing? Explain your 
understanding of what is happening. 

Retrieve – finding answers straight from the text. 

Summarise – retelling in short the main things that 
have happened so far. Which are the most important 
parts that people need to know? 
 

 



Monday 

Think back to what you read last week. The chapter ended with the Iron Man walking into 
the sea. He was still missing his ear. Using what has happened so far, and your own 
knowledge: 
 
Task: Predict what you think will happen next in the story. Explain why you think this. 
 
Task – Speedy Retrieval: (Time yourself 5 minutes to read the text and answer the blue 
questions below) 
1. What was the boy’s name? 
2. Name two things his hook got caught in. 
3. What was he listening to? 
4. What did the sea say? 

 
Questions: 
E - Why has the author repeated the word ‘hush’? What does this suggest to the reader? 
 
E – ‘Hush, said the sea.’ Can the sea speak? The author is giving the sea human qualities. 
What is this called? 
 
R - Why had Hogarth been an unsuccessful fisherman that evening? 



Read pages 12 & 13: 

 

Questions: 

V – What is a skyline? Go and have a look at the skyline outside. 

V – What time of day is dusk? 

I - ‘Hogarth’s mother grew pale’ – How was Hogarth’s mother feeling? 

I - What do you think happened to the tractor? – Provide evidence from the text. 

P - What do you think the green lights were? 

E - Why has the author used a string of short sentences in the 4th paragraph? (P.12) 

 

Task: Use paragraph 2 (in the green box) to draw a picture of what Hogarth can see. Label 
the picture with descriptions from the text.  

Over the next 4 pages the author uses a lot of rhetorical questions. These are questions 
which don’t have an answer. They are used to make the reader think about what the 
answers may be. See if you can spot any as you are reading. 



Tuesday 
Read pages 14 & 15: 
Stop reading when you get to ‘BUT’. 

 

Questions: 

P - Who had taken all the farmers’ machinery and why? – Provide evidence from the text. 
E - ‘As if an Iron skyscraper has collapsed.’ – What does this suggest to the reader? 
 
Can you find a simile on this page? 
 
Task: You are Hogarth’s Dad. Write a diary entry describing what happens from the 
moment when Hogarth tells you about the Iron Man. Use the text to help with details. 
Include how you feel and think about using short and long sentences to show how you feel. 
Use descriptions to show not tell. 
 
E – Why has the author put ‘BUT’ in capital letters and on its own line? Do you think 
something good or bad is going to happen next? 
Read the rest of the page. 



Read pages 16 & 17: 

 
Questions: 
 
V - What is bait? 
V - ‘Now they reckoned the Iron Man would come over the top of the cliff.’ – Give the 
meaning of reckoned in this sentence. 
 
I - Look at the bottom of page 17. Why do you think the farmers had gathered with great 
excitement? 
I - Why did the farmers approach the hole carefully? What did they expect to see? 
 
P - Why did the farmers have to dig a ‘colossal’ hole? What did they want to use it for? 
 
P - ‘They would have to do something for themselves.’ – What do you think the farmers will 
do? 
R - How did the farmers feel once they knew the Iron Man has vanished into the sea? 
 
R - Why didn’t the farmers call the army or the police to help? 



Task: The farmers will have lots mixed emotions at this point in the text. Make a mind map 
with Farmers in the middle. Write words to describe how they are feeling and why you 
think they feel this way. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Wednesday 
Read pages 18 & 19: 

 
 
Task: It says ‘They began to make up explanations of what had happened to their 
machinery.’ Think of three explanations they could have made up that explained what 
happened to their machinery. 

Farmers 



E -‘So there lay a beautiful deep trap.’ – Why has the author chosen the word beautiful to 
describe the trap? 
 

P – What do you think Hogarth’s idea is going to be? 

 

Task:  

The farmers did the right thing building a trap to catch the Iron Man. 

Think of three reasons why you might agree and three reasons why you might disagree 
with this statement.  

Agree  Disagree  
  

 

Which do you think is the most persuasive? How do you feel? 

 

 

Grammar 

Watch the video to remind you what co-ordinating conjunctions are. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zj6gn9q  

 

Can you find any of these types of words in what you have read of The Iron Man so far? 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zj6gn9q


Thursday 
Task – Speedy Retrieval: (Time yourself 5 minutes to read the text in the blue box and 
answer the blue questions below) 
1. What did Hogarth want to trap? 
2. What did he use as bait? 
3. Find a two word phrase to describe the time of day. 
4. What could he see? What could her hear? 

 

Read pages 20 & 21: 

V - Find and copy the word that means to look at something steadily for a long time. 
I - How can you tell that Hogarth didn’t want to be heard by the way he climbed down 
from the tree? 
P - ‘Hogarth had an idea. In his pocket … he had a knife’ – What do you think Hogarth 
planned to do? 
E - Why has the author used the simile ‘rolling it up like spaghetti and eating it’? 
R - What caused Hogarth to ‘stop breathing’? 



 

Read pages 22 & 23: 

 

Questions: 

V - ‘the farmers saw the Iron Man wallowing in their pit.’ – What does the word wallowing 
suggest about how the Iron Man felt? 
 
R - What had caused the Iron Man’s eyes to turn red? 

 

Task: Gather clues from these two pages that tell you that the Iron Man was angry. You 
could use a highlighter to highlight them. 

 

 



 

Questions: 

V – What does lured mean? 

I - Why was Hogarth feeling guilty? 

E - What word does the author repeat and why? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Friday 

Re-read the text from half way down on page 20 to the end of the tractor. You can refer 
back to the text – you don’t have to try to remember everything! 

Writing Task: 

Re-write the events from the Iron Man’s point of view (use personal pronoun ‘I’). 

Think about how Ted Hughes writes and try include these features in your own writing.  

Try to include some of the following: 

Success Criteria: 
 Self-check: Adult-check: 
Personification    
Long / short sentences  
(to set the pace and create tension) 

  

Similes    
Repetition    
Onomatopoeia   
Rhetorical questions   
Inverted commas for 
speaking 

  

 

 

Once you’ve finished, read through your writing and edit to make any corrections.  

Read through the list above – how many have you used?  

Try to improve your writing by making three changes to make it better. This could include 
using finding synonyms to include more exciting vocabulary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Art 

Task: Create your own shadow picture to show the Iron Man either on top of the cliff by 
the beach OR falling into Hogarth’s trap. Paint your background first using water colours, 
or you could layer tissue paper. Blend a mixture of colours together to show the time of 
day. Cut the foreground out of black paper and stick it on. 

  

 

Science 

As part of The Iron Man project, we are going to be investigating Forces and Magnets. 

 

Research questions: 

What is gravity? 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zf66fg8/articles/zqbm3k7  

What is a magnet? 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zyttyrd/articles/zpvcrdm  

 

What part did gravity play when the Iron Man fell into the trap? 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zf66fg8/articles/zqbm3k7
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zyttyrd/articles/zpvcrdm


Task: Sporty Forces – again this game may take some adapting to work in your home! 

 

 

  



  

  
(more information on PowerPoint) 

 

Task: Investigating using magnets – Please see link to PowerPoint on original post. 

Choose an investigation you are able to carry out using magnets that you already have at 
home. 



 

 

The Iron Man is made from iron. Is iron a magnetic material? Could Hogarth have used a 
magnet as part of his trap? 

 



Maths 

Please visit White Rose Maths: https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/year-3/  

Please work on Summer Term – Week 11 – WB 06.07.2020 

You will find the worksheets attached to the post on the school website. 

 

PSHE: 

We’ve all lead a very different life these last few months. I wonder if you would have 
included different things before lockdown happened … 

What could you not imagine your life without? 

 

 

 

https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/year-3/


We hope you’ve loved the first two chapters of the Iron Man as much as we have and have 
been wondering what is going to happen next – it doesn’t disappoint! 

Please remember to keep in touch! Whilst we’re both busy in school working with key 
worker children – we still love hearing from you and seeing what you’ve been achieving. 
You’re doing so well Year Threes! Don’t forget to let us know if there’s anything at all we 
can help you with: 

nightingales@kingsway.notts.sch.uk or bramblings@kingsway.notts.sch.uk  

Remember to keep up with the Year 3 spellings, read regularly (Bug Club is still there jam 
packed with books at your level if you’re running out of books at home) and keep testing 
yourself on your times tables. These skills are so important and you’ll be needing them 
when you go into Year Four. 

Have a wonderful week Year Threes! Stay safe and look after each other!  

 

Mrs Dallison & Mr Chantry 

 

mailto:nightingales@kingsway.notts.sch.uk
mailto:bramblings@kingsway.notts.sch.uk

