
Year 3 Home Learning Activities – WB 18.05.2020 

 

This week’s work follows on from the learning that was set last week.  

This week’s focus is: Deforestation, Pollination and Moving Water 

Project: 

Research questions – use the links below help answer the following questions: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zfp34wx 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zpmnb9q/revision/4 

https://www.activewild.com/what-is-deforestation-for-kids-information-and-facts/  

What is deforestation? 
What are the main causes of deforestation in the rainforests? 
What impact does deforestation have on humans? 
What impact does deforestation have on animals? 
What is being done to protect the rainforests? 

 

What are ecosystems? https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/science-ks2--ks3-the-
connections-within-ecosystems/zmndxyc  

Task: Here are 9 statements about the impact of deforestation.  

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zfp34wx
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zpmnb9q/revision/4
https://www.activewild.com/what-is-deforestation-for-kids-information-and-facts/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/science-ks2--ks3-the-connections-within-ecosystems/zmndxyc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/science-ks2--ks3-the-connections-within-ecosystems/zmndxyc


Sort the statements into the following diamond, considering which you think are the most 
and least important. Label with your explanations of why you think this. 

 

 

Task: Watch the following Rainforest Song https://www.teachertube.com/videos/rainforest-
song-141725  

Pick any song you like, use the tune and write your own lyrics about saving the rainforest. 
If you’re good with technology, you could find pictures of the rainforest / rainforest animals 
online to accompany your song and create a mini video with you singing your song in the 
background. You could use iMovie to do this if you have an iPhone or iPad.  

 

Task: What can YOU do to help protect the rainforest? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gtjvwIhCucs  

A great way to help to save the rainforests is to spread the word and educate others. 
Choose any way of doing this you like - make a poster, video, powerpoint – tell others what 
you know and why it’s so important that we all help to reduce climate change and help to 
save the rainforests.  

 

https://www.teachertube.com/videos/rainforest-song-141725
https://www.teachertube.com/videos/rainforest-song-141725
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gtjvwIhCucs


Task: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oROsbaxWH0M  

Whilst we can’t always have a direct impact on the rainforest, there are things we can do 
to have a positive effect and look after the animals in our own environment. 

Create your own bug hotel or bird feeder. There’s lots of different ways to do this and lots 
of videos on YouTube to show you how.  

https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/give-nature-a-home-in-your-garden/garden-
activities/build-a-bug-hotel/  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7yV6V6rtpyc  

 

 

Task: Have a look at the Rainforest Pictures Powerpoint attached.  
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Project – Science: 

Task: Continue to monitor your investigation and complete your findings: 

Can plants survive without one of the requirements it needs to grow? 

Keep an investigation diary – fold some 
A4 sheets of paper in half to make a 
booklet.  

Design your own front cover for your 
booklet. 

Include all this information on each page.  

 

 

 

 

Fill in your diary every other day. 

 

 

What have you found out by carrying out this investigation? Which of your seeds grew the 
tallest? Why do you think this happened? Looking at both of your plants together – what 
differences do you notice between the one that grew without something it needed and the 
one that had everything it needed? Are there any similarities?  

 

Task: Pollination 

Watch this video to find out how pollination occurs: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zgssgk7/articles/zqbcxfr  

Copy and complete the following sentences: 

 

Date: ___________________________ 

Labelled Sketch: 

 

 

 

 

 

Height in cms: 

  
Amount of leaves: 

  
 

Plant 1 Plant 2 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zgssgk7/articles/zqbcxfr


 

 

 

Task: Water Transportation Investigation 

Does temperature affect how fast the stem sucks up water? 

This is how water is transported through a plant: 

  

Make sure 
you can 

explain this 
to an adult! 



 

You will need: 

 Two (or more) white flowers 
 Food colouring  
 Cups / glasses / vases 

Instructions: 

1. Put each flower in the 100ml of water in a glass / cup / vase. 
2. Put 5 tablespoons of food colouring into both cups of water. 
3. Place the flowers into their own individual cup of water. 
4. Put one flower in a cool room and one flower in a hot room. 

Prediction:  

What do you think is going to happen and why? Which stem will transport the water the 
fastest – hot or cold? Why do you think this? 

Observations: 

Keep checking on your flowers. The first flower to change colour is the fastest at 
transporting water.  

Findings: 

Explain what your findings were and why you think this was the case. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why is it important 
to keep the other 

variables (amount of 
water and food 

colouring) the same? 



English:  

The answers to the questions can be given verbally to an adult or older sibling or written 
down – the choice is yours. All of the tasks will need to be written down. Most children in 
Year Three would be expected to draw things such as tables (if needed) independently. 

Session 1 

Look at the front cover of our next book. 

Do you think this is a fiction or non-fiction 
text? Explain why. 

What does the word ‘vanishing’ mean? 

Task: Make a prediction from looking at the 
title and cover. What do you think this book 
is going to be about? 

 

Task: Take a look at the character on the 
front. What similarities and differences do 
they have from Kamanya in The Shaman’s 
Apprentice? Present this information in a 
table: 

Similarities Differences 
  

 

 

This glossary will 
help you to know 
what some of the 
words mean in 

the story. 



Page 1: 

 

 

Questions: 

What is the child’s name? 

Is it a girl or a boy? How do you know? 

What does ‘The muddy water hurried past her …’ tell us about the speed the water is 
moving? Which word is important? 

The beginning and end of this page have a completely different feel to them. Explain how 
Remaema feels at the start of the page compared to the end and why? 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 2: 

 

 

Questions: 

Can you find a fronted adverbial on this page? Explain why the author has used it. 

What is a machete? (you may need to research to find this out) 

Why is it significant that his t-shirt is red? 

Why is Moawa helping the nabe? 

Why is everyone arguing?  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 3: 

 

 

Questions: 

Why is “STOP!” written in capital letters and with an exclamation mark? 

What does it mean by ‘Moawa defended himself’? 

Explain the difference between the clearings the tribe make and the ones the nabe make. 

What will happen to the rainforest if the tribal people help the nabe? 

 

Task: Look at the picture on page 3. What do you notice? What do you wonder?  

 

Notice Wonder  

  

 



Session 2 

Page 4: 

 

 

Task: True or False? 

1. The farmers set fire to the forest. 
2. The trees grew back. 
3. The fires scared animals away. 
4. Hunters could no longer catch peccaries. 
5. There was still lots of food to eat. 

 

The last paragraph explains how the nabe treated the villagers.  

How would you describe this?  
Do you think they treated them fairly?  
What do you think it was like to live in the forest now? 

 

 



Page 5: 

 

 

Questions: 

Why do you think Remaema watched from the shadows? 

Why is she surprised that she can understand what the woman was saying? 

The author uses ‘show don’t tell’ when he introduces the mirror – he describes it first before 
telling us what it is. Why do you think he does this? 

Where do you think Jane is from? What makes you think this? 

Do you think the fact that Jane ‘asks a lot of questions’ is a good thing or a bad thing? 
Why? What does it tell us about her? 

 

Compare the pictures on pages 4 and 5. What do you notice about the colours used and 
how these link to what is happening in the story? 

 

 



Page 6: 

 

 

Questions: 

Why has Jane gone to the rainforest? 

Why is the voice angry with her? Has she done anything wrong? 

What does ‘Jane’s face became as red as nara xihi seeds’ tell us about how she is feeling? 

What is the difference between what Jane is doing and what the nabe are doing? 

Why do you think the tribe’s elders agree to help her? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 7: 

Task: Speedy Retrieval. Time yourself – you’ve got 5 minutes to read the left side of page 
and answer the retrieval questions. 

1. How long did they help Jane for? 
2. What was Remaema’s brother playing? 
3. Who fell to the ground? 
4. What was the boy who fell covered in? 

 

 

 

Questions: 

Why do you think the boy has collapsed? 

What is a shaman? 

What is malaria? 

Who are they blaming for bringing malaria to the rainforest? Why? 

 



Page 8: 

Look at the picture. What can you see? What has happened since the nabe came to the 
rainforest? How does this picture make you feel and why? 

What is the problem for curing the ill child? 

Task: Make a prediction – what do you think is going to happen to the boy and why do 
you think this? 

 

 

Task: Write a letter to the nabe explaining the impact of what they have done to the 
rainforest. Tell them about the ill child and explain to them that they are risking the lives of 
the tribal people by destroying their forests.  

 

 

 

 

 



Session 3 

Page 9: 

 

 

Questions: 

What does Bahimi mean when she says “but the wounds in our village cannot heal”? What 
wounds is she talking about? 

Why were the young men and the tribal elders arguing? What different opinions did they 
have? 

Which do you think is right? 

How is Rikomi different to the other villagers? 

 

 

 

 



Page 10: 

 

 

Questions: 

What does the first sentence tell you about Rikomi? He only needed to speak quietly – what 
does this tell us about how other people feel about him? 

Rikomi is trying to find a compromise between tribal elders and the young men. What does 
this mean? 

Task: What is he suggesting each side gets in the compromise? 

Tribal Elders Young Men 

  

 



Page 11: 

 

 

Questions: 

What does briskly mean? 

What is Moawa doing? Why does he need stronger logs? 

What does harmony mean? Is this a good thing? 

Why is it significant that the peccaries are back? What does it mean for the forest and the 
people who live there? 

Why do they need their bows? 

 

Task: Summarise what happens in this story using 5 sentences.  

 

What was the moral of this story do you think?  

 



Task: Compare The Vanishing Rainforest to The Shaman’s Apprentice. What similarities and 
differences are there? 

 

Similarities  Differences 
  

 

Which story did you like best and why? 

 



 

 

 



Session 4 

Using all of your knowledge from your project and English work this week – your task is to 
write a Haiku poem about deforestation.  

A Haiku poem is a Japanese poem of seventeen syllables, in three lines of five, seven, and 
five, traditionally evoking images of the natural world. 

Here’s a video to show you how: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tb6RC0zB_-4  

 

Write at least three verses to your Haiku – following the 5, 7, 5 syllable pattern. 

 

Session 5 

Write your Haiku up in neat and decorate around it with rainforest pictures.  

We’re looking forward to seeing pictures of your finished work!! 

 

Please continue to practise the 60 Year 3/4 spelling we sent home. If you can spell all 60 of 
them then firstly – well done – and secondly – send us an email to get the remaining 40 
that you’d usually cover in Year 4. Choose a few to work on each week and test 30 at a 
time to make sure you’re not forgetting the ones you’ve learnt – Year Threes -  you know 
how we do this in school. 

There’s still not many children accessing the reading books on bug club. Please email us if 
you’re unsure of your child’s login. The books have been allocated depending on your child’s 
level so it’s just like the ones they bring home from school. There’s some good ones on there 
and they ask comprehension questions too. 

We’re really impressed with the quality of handwriting we’ve seen on your photos! Well 
done Year Three and keep on practising  

 

Maths: 

We’d like you to use the White Rose Maths - Home Learning – and complete Summer Term 
– Week 3. This week is working on money. 

This is the last week of the resources being free and accessible on the website. As a school, 
we have subscribed to White Rose so that we can still provide the worksheets for you, so 
from next week we will be uploading them for you instead. 

Here’s the link to follow: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tb6RC0zB_-4


https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/year-3/  

There’ll also be activities allocated on Purple Mash too. Don’t forget to keep practising your 
times tables on TT Rockstars! 

 

PSHE: 

This week is Mental Health Awareness Week – which is now more important than ever. This 
year’s theme is ‘random acts of kindness’, something we have seen a huge amount of 
recently as people around the country help to support others during these unprecedented 
times.  

Please follow the link below for ideas and share an extra bit of kindness this week.  

https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/coronavirus/random-acts-kindness 

 

   

 

You’ll also find computing and RE activities allocated on Purple Mash and there’s lots of 
other games on there that you can choose to play too. 

 

This is the final week of our project on rainforests. We hope you’ve enjoyed it as much as 
we usually enjoy teaching it. We’ve been overwhelmed with all the effort you’ve been 
putting into the different activities – well done Year Three. 

We’ve also been seeing some fantastic maths work too. Your unit on fractions is now 
finished and this week’s focus us money. Keep up the hard work! 

Keep sending all of your pictures to the email addresses below – they really do make us 
smile  

nightingales@kingsway.notts.sch.uk 

bramblings@kingsway.notts.sch.uk 

https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/year-3/
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/coronavirus/random-acts-kindness
mailto:nightingales@kingsway.notts.sch.uk
mailto:bramblings@kingsway.notts.sch.uk


This week is Mental Health Awareness Week. It is so important to us that our families are 
taking care of their mental health during such a challenging time. If you need any help or 
support with your own mental health – or the mental health of someone else you know – 
there is information on the Mental Health Foundation’s website for which there is a link 
above. 

 

Stay home, stay safe and stay in touch! 

 

Mrs Dallison & Mr Chantry 


