
What is VE day? 
VE day stands for victory in Europe and marks the end of the Second World 

War in Europe on the 8th May 1945. Although, this does not mark the end of 
the war, as the war continued in the Pacific against Japan and it officially 

ended in September. 

Why is it significant? 

This question can be interpreted in two key ways. First, the allied countries had 
achieved victory in Europe and the end of World War Two was in sight. 

Secondly, we must not forget the millions of people who lost their lives due to 
war. 

How can we remember it? 

The most important thing to remember is that we are not celebrating war. We 
are remembering those people who fought, died and contributed to the war 

effort. 
 

Task 1:  

Watch the clip up to 4.18 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=17&v=NEavcsrMoMw&feature

=emb_logo  

What do you notice about the video? Why is it in black and white? Are their 

clothes different? What do you think they are doing? How do you think they 

are feeling? Some people are singing the Lambeth walk. Listen to them singing 

again. Does the song sound different to the songs we listen to today? Collect 

your ideas around the picture of the clip. 

 

This week we are going to be learning about VE day. This Friday is a bank 

holiday because it is the 75th anniversary of Victory in Europe. Look at the 

timeline. What do you notice about the timeline? Is VE day within living 

memory? Who do you think would remember VE day? Can you create your 

own timeline and put family members on to the timeline? You will notice that 

VE day is just within living memory, which means that the people who 

remember VE day are a lot older. 
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On the timeline add your family members of where they would be. Who is the 

oldest and who is the youngest? Can you write in the speech bubble of what is 

their earliest memory? 

Timeline for step 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VE Day 1945 Now 

Adult living memory 

Grandparents, older adults living memory 

Child’s living 

memory 

Beyond living memory Living memory 



Task 2:  

 

We learn about history in different ways. We can find out about the past in 

different ways. We can look at sources from the past such as artefacts and 

letters. We can also look at sources of information such as books and the 

internet. We can then ask questions about what we see. 

How is VE day remembered by the people who were there? 

Have a look at the photos of VE day. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What do you notice about the photos? What are they wearing? Are they 

dressed up? Is the photo in colour? Who is in the photo? What else can you 

see? 
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Task 3: 

Now read the diary entry from someone who was there from the BBC archives. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ww2peopleswar/stories/21/a1967321.shtml 

What can you learn from reading this person’s experience? 

 

Write down the information that you have gathered from the photos. Can you 

write questions about these photos? For example, why is there not many men 

in the photo? 

 

Step 3: Pupils create their final, imaginative product  

 

Create your own VE day celebration for your family.  

What decorations will you include? Will you want them to learn something? 

What food will you want to eat? What will you wear? 

Send us some pictures of your VE day celebration  
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