
Phonics 
 

It would be great if you could spend 10 minutes each day working on phonics with your child. 
The activities are designed to consolidate what we have learned in school, so your child should 
be familiar with the digraphs (two letters that stick together to make one sound) and tricky 
words (words which don’t follow phonic patterns and the children ‘just have to know’). Please 
pick and choose from the words we have included – they can read/ spell them all if they are 
very keen but otherwise just pick a few. Words could be read on screen or you could write 
them out, alternatively we have included them as a printable resource on the next page. 
 
In school, we usually start each session with a 5 minute ‘revisit and review’ of previous 
learning. On the home learning section of the website (ongoing activities) are some 
PowerPoints of tricky words, digraphs and words containing them. Please choose one of these 
and practise a few of the slides for 5 minutes before each phonics session.  
 

Day Digra
ph 

Tricky 
word 

Suggested activities 

Mon ai 
ay 
a-e 

of • Reading words – wait, hail, snail, day, play, may, take, late, maze. 
Can you use a crayon to colour the letters that make ‘ai’? 

• Have a go at spelling some of those words. Check against the list – 
did you choose the correct spelling of the sound? If not, don’t worry, 
just have another go using the correct spelling. 

• Write the question: May I take a snail to play? 
• Practise reading and spelling tricky word ‘of’ – make own flashcard 

to start a tricky word collection. 

Tue ai 
ay 
a-e 

into • Reading words: waiting, portrait, crayon, spray, name, cupcake, 
flake. Can you use a crayon to colour the letters that make ‘ai’? 

• Have a go at spelling some of those words. 
• Write the sentence: I am waiting for a crayon to write my name. 

(don’t worry if ‘write’) is spelt phonetically. 
• Practise reading and spelling tricky word ‘into’ – add flashcard to 

your collection. Test someone at home! 

Wed ee 
ea 
e-e 
y 

his • Reading words – seed, queen, sea, dream, evening, theme, funny, 
happy. Can you use a crayon to colour the letters that make ‘ee’? 

• Have a go at spelling some of those words. 
• Write the sentence: The queen is happy in the sea in the evening. 
• Practise reading and spelling tricky word ‘his’; add to your collection.  

Thur ee 
ea 
e-e 
y 

as • Reading words: weed, speech, teacher, stream, delete, concrete, 
empty, assembly. Can you use a crayon to colour the letters that 
make ‘ee’? 

• Have a go at spelling some of those words. 
• Write the sentences: In assembly the teacher made a speech. 

• Practise reading and spelling tricky word ‘as’; add to your collection. 

Fri ai 
ay 
a-e 
ee 
ea 
e-e 
y 

us • Read through the phoneme spotter story. Choose one colour for ‘ee’ 
words and one colour for ‘ai’ words and colour them in. Check them 
against the check sheet, colour in any that you missed. 

• Practise spelling some of the ‘ai’ and ‘ee’ words from the story: real, 
treat, very, weekend, happy, he, beach, baby, Pete, family, train, 
see, played, cake, hungry, cream, flake. 

• Practise reading and spelling tricky word ‘us’. Spelling quiz – if an 
adult says any of this week’s 5 tricky words, can you spell it?  



ai…ay…a-e 
 

wait     day 
take        hail 
maze      may 
snail        play 
late 
 
 

 of 



ai…ay…a-e 
 

waiting   name 
flake     portrait 
spray     cupcake 
crayon         
 
 
 

 into 



ee…ea…e-e…y 
 

seed     sea 
evening   funny 
queen     theme 
dream     happy 
 
 
 

 his 



ee…ea…e-e…y 
 

weed       delete 
empty    teacher 
speech   concrete 
stream   
assembly 
 
 

 as 



A Real Treat 
 
Tom was very happy. It was the 
weekend and he was off to the beach 
with Mum, Dad and baby Pete. 
 
The family went on the train. At the 
beach Tom and Dad went in the sea. 
Mum played catch with Tom.  
 
For lunch, Tom had a sandwich. Then 
he had a cupcake and he was still 
hungry so he had an ice cream with a 
flake. 
 
 

 us 
 



A Real Treat – Check sheet 

 
Tom was very happy. It was the 
weekend and he* was off to the 
beach with Mum, Dad and baby 
Pete. 
 
The family went on the train. At the 
beach Tom and Dad went in the 
sea. Mum played catch with Tom.  
 
For lunch, Tom had a sandwich. 
Then he had a cupcake and he was 
still hungry so he had an ice cream 
with a flake. 
 
*Tricky word ‘he’ – not quite as common as the other ee’s so not 
included in the planning, but we would be very pleased if they notice 

this!  


